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Very Brief Detour:

gossipsofrivertown.blogspot.com

DOT/Amtrak 
shotcrete of 
Hudson 
escarpment.
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Riverkeeper Website

2016



Riverkeeper Website

2017



Student Sampling Day
May 13, 2017





Columbia Land Conservancy 
Easement Holders Event





Northeast Outdoor Show with Trout Unlimited



2017 Sampling
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2017 Sampling Project

• Working closely with Riverkeeper, following their blueprint

• Monthly May to October, in coordination with other regional sampling

• Sampling for Enterococcus for posting on Riverkeeper.org

• Measuring Temperature, Turbidity and Conductance for baseline data

• At 16 Sites

• 3 Hudson shoreline sites, 2 in Germantown Parks

• 4 Downstream Sites

• 9 Upstream Sites

• Analysis at the Bard Water Lab



1. Germantown- Cheviot Park floating docks

2. Germantown- Hudson River near WWTP

3. Germantown- Lasher Memorial Park floating 
docks

4. Livingston- RoeJan Boat Club

5. Germantown- Sportsman's Club

6. Livingston- Below Bingham Mills Dam

7. Clermont/Livingston- Kerley Corners Rd. 
Bridge

8. Milan- Academy Hill Road Bridge fishing 
access

9. Gallatin- Gallatin Conservation Area

10. Ancram- Hall Hill Road Bridge

11. Ancram- Lower Rhoda Pond

12. Ancram- Wiltsie Bridge Road fishing access

13. Copake- Noster Kill tributary at Route 7A

14. Copake- Robinson Pond outlet

15. Copake- Roeliff Jansen Park stream access

16. Hillsdale- Collins Street Extension

2017 Sites

Tribs:
• Klein Kill
• Doove Kill
• Academy Hill
• Fall Kill
• Shekomoko
• Punch Brook
• Bash Bish/Noster



2017
4-Day

Rainfall



Wet Sampling Periods

Note 1: The pond outlets (Robinson, 
L. Rhoda) are relatively warm.

Note 2: The Hudson is warmer 
than the Roe Jan from June to Oct.



Wet Sampling Periods

Note: In July and August the Roe Jan is about 3 - 5°C 
warmer than June or September. For Trout, high 
stress occurs at (about) 20C and above, meaning July
and August in the Roe Jan.

Note: The Roe Jan gains 3 to 6°C from headwaters to outlet.



Wet Sampling Periods

120
2X EPA

Note 1: In July Entero was high 
‘downstream’, Wiltsie Br. to the 
Hudson, and very high 
Academy Hill to RJBC.

Note 2: In Aug. Entero
was very high in 
Hillsdale, above 
Robinson Pond.

Note 3: In Sept. 
Entero was huge in 
Hall Hill and Gallatin.



EPA Criteria – 60 Counts

Wet Sampling Periods

Note: Except for July, there was 
only 1 failure downstream all 
season.

Note: June is an 
amazing month, with a 
high of 21.8 along the 
length of the Roe Jan.

Upstream   Downstream



Dry Months
• May

• No failures on the Roe Jan or the Hudson
• Average on the Roe Jan of 18.5

• June 
• No failures on the Roe Jan or the Hudson
• Highest reading on the Roe Jan was 21
• Average on the Roe Jan was 12.1

• October
• No failures on the Roe Jan or Hudson
• A close call of 59.9 at Hall Hill
• Average on the Roe Jan was 24.7



EPA Criteria Failure Rates
• Watershed all Sites all Months Failure Rate 21.98%

• Watershed all Sites Dry Months Failure Rate 0.00%

• Roe Jan Sites all Months Failure Rate 23.88%

• Hudson Sites all Months Failure Rate 16.67%



Wet Sampling Periods

Note 1: In July turbidity was high 
downstream from Academy Hill 
to the Hudson, just like July 
Entero downstream.

Note 3: In Aug 
turbidity was high at L. 
Rhoda, possibly 
explaining high Entero
in Aug at L. Rhoda.

Note 4: Lasher 
seems to have 
high turbidity.

Note 2: In Aug and Sept 
turbidity was in line with dry 
months, even though Entero
was high those months.



Wet Sampling Periods

Note 1: The Roe Jan’s 
conductivity is generally 
higher than the Hudson’s.

Note 2: Lower Rhoda’s 
conductivity seems 
somewhat higher than 
other sites.



Discussion
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SITE DISCUSSION
• Possibly drop site - Lower Rhoda Pond Outlet Ancram (low Entero

readings)

• Drop site - Lower Main St. Germantown (RR, close to Cheviot)

• Possibly drop site - Collins St. Hillsdale (Hard, close to RJ park)

• Possibly drop site - Hall Hill Rd. Ancram – (Hard, near Gallatin) and 
replace with Ancram paper company site

• Probably add site - Shekomeko Creek, Pine Plains – get baseline data 
prior to likely large development in the Shekomeko watershed



FUNDING DISCUSSION
• 2017 Expenses – Approx $1000 for sampling and $1200 for two meters

• 2017 TU Paid for one meter

• 2017 Stakeholders Contributions:
• Ancram CAC: $180 for 3 sites

• Robinson Pond Homeowners Assoc: $60 for Robinson outlet site

• Gallatin Town Parks: $60 for Gallatin Preserve site

• Germantown Sportsmen’s Club: $60 for Sportsmen’s site

• RJWC is now incorporated as a NYS Non Profit (NOT as a 501c3)
• Plan is to get an EIN and Bylaws and Officers

• … get our own Bank Account

• … manage our own fiscal affairs, ending our reliance on RvK as fiscal sponsor
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